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Description 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

5 The present invention relates to a novel controlled release preparation. More in detail it relates to a controlled 

release preparation consisting of a tablet containing (a) a mixture of a drug and a water-solut)le polymer or a solid cfis- 
persion tiiereof, (b) polyvinylalcohol and (c) one or more salts selected from a group consisting of ti-isodium citrate, 
sodium sulfate and sodium chloride, and the tablet being coated by (d) a coating material consisting of a water-insoluble 
polymer and a water-soluble polymer and/or an enteric polymer 

10 

BACKGROUND ART 

To keep the plasma level of a drug constarrtiy for long hours has many merits not only to enhance preventing or 
curing diseases.but also to reduce administration times of the drug and to improve tiie compliance of the patient. There- 
15 fore, many kinds of controlled release preparations which control drug release rate from the preparation have been 
developed and used extensively on clinics. 

For example, in Japanese Patent Publication No 11 699/1 995 a tablet in which a core portion containing a drug 
(nifedipine) is rapidly released and is coated compressively witii a coating material consisting of a hydrophilic geJform- 
Ing polymer and the drug is described. On administration of this tablet once a day the suitable continuation is attained. 
20 but it is not satisfied enough and. in addition to that, there is such a problem that it needs two step-conpressing proce- 
dures to prepare such a tablet. These are IroiJDlesome. 

Besides, different from the above preparation, membrane-coating granules and menrtorane-coating tablets, which 
are prepared by coating the core portion or an uncoated core-tablet containing a drug with a water-insoluble polymer 
and a water-solut)le polymer, and matrix tablets which are prepared by compressing a drug with a water-insoluble pol- 
25 ymer or wax, etc. and so on are evaluated. In such preparations, because the drug release rale is reduced with tiie 
lapse of time on administration in vivo, the plasma level of the drug is reductive from time to time. There is such a prob- 
lem that it is difficult to keep the plasma level of the drug for long hours. 

Recently the relationship between circadianrhythm and disease has been paid attention to and it becomes inpor- 
tant to consider the circadianrhythm in the medical treatment. 
30 Rom the facts mentioned above, the controlled release preparations improved in various respects have been stud- 
ied. 

DISCLOSURE INVENTION 

35 The object of tiie present invention is to provide such the controlled release preparation as a drug in the preparation 
is continuously released for long hours and the prophylaxis and treatment of diseases are expected on administration 
of tiie preparation once or twice a day. 

As the result that the present inventors extensively engaged in the study to attain the above mentioned object, it is 
found that a controlled release preparation prepared by coating an uncoated core-tablet that contains (a) a mixture of 

40 a drug and a water-solutrfe polymer, or a solid dispersion thereof, (b) polyvinylalcohol, and (c) one or more salts 
selected from a group consisting of ti'isodium citrate, sodium sulfate and sodium chloride, with (d) a coating material 
which consists of a water-insoluble polymer and a water-soluble polymer and/or an enteric polymer, is suitable for the 
object of the present invention. 

According to the present invention, on administration of the controlled release preparation of this Invention to 

45 human body, a water-soluble polymer and/or an enteric polymer in a memtjrane consisting of a water-insoluble polymer 
and a water-soluble polymer(referred to a water-soluble pore-forming membrane), a membrane consisting of a water- 
insoluble polymer and an enteric polymer(referred to enteric pore-forming membrane) or a mennbrane consisting of a 
water-insoluble polymer, a water-soluble polymer and an enteric polymer (refen-ed to water-solutjie enteric pore-forming 
membrane) are dissolved in gastrointestinal fluid, pores are formed in tiie membrane and then via the pores tiie drug 

50 on the surface of tiie uncoated core-taWet and around there is gradually released. On tiie other hand on acconpany 
witii it. polyvinylalcohol in the uncoated core-tablet swells. By the swelling, the membrane bursts and then the drug in 
the uncoated core-tablet is freely released. But the uncoated core-tablet becomes gel-matrix, accorrpanied with tiie 
swelling of polyvinyl alcohol and then the drug in rt is gradually released. 

If necessary, in the controlled release proration of the present invention in order to keep the plasma level of the 

55 drug further, tiie above cortrolled release preparation may be coated witii a coating material consisting of an enteric 
polymer (referred to enteric membrane). In order to keep the plasma level of a drug in tiie initial stage of adminisb-ation. 
if necessary, on the surface of the conti-olled release preparation or tiie enteric coated conti-olled release preparation 
mentioned above,a mixtijre of a drug and a water-solil^le polymer, or a solid dispersion thereof may be coated. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

Fig.1 to 8 show cross sections of the controlled release preparation. Rg.1 and 5 show examples coated on an 
uncoated core-tablet (1) with a mentirane (2) consisting of a water-insoluble polymer and a water-soluble and/or an 
enteric polymer. Fig.2 and 6 show exannples further coated on the above mennbrane (2) with a membrane consisting of 
an enteric polymer (3). Fig.3 and 7 show examples coated on the above membrane (2) with a mixture of a drug and a 
water-soluble polymer, or a solid dispersion thereof (4), and ng.4 and 8 show examples coated on the above mem- 
brane (2) or the above membrane (3) with a membrane (4). Rg.l to 4 show examples in which a dajg (shown by black 
discontinuous phase) and other components (shown by white continuous phase) in an uncoated core-tablet are con- 
? tained as a mixture, Rg.5 to 8 show examples in which a drug and a water-soluble polymer in an uncoated core-tablets 
are contained as a solid dispersion (a solid dispersion is shown by Wack continuous phase, other components are 
shown by white discontinuous phase). 

Fig.9 shows the result of the dissolution test of emedastine difumarale from a tablet prepared by Example 1 , and 
in Fig.9, 0 mark means a case in which as a dissolution medium were used 1 st fluid (pHI .2) in the disintegratiori test 
' described in Japanese Pharmacopeia 12th edition (published by Dai-ichi HoW. 1991 : abbreviated to JP). ♦ mark is in 
case of using acetic acid-sodium acetate buffer solution (pH4.0) in JP as a dissolution medium, and a mark is in case 
of using 2nd fluid (pH6.8) in the disintegration test in JP 

Fig.10 shows the result of the dissolution test of emedastine difumarate from tablets prepared by Examples 1 to 3 
(dissolution medium: 1st fluid (pHI .2) in the disintegration test in JP). <^ mark is on a tablet of Exarrple 1 , Q mark is on 
a tablet of Example 2. and a mark is on a tablet of Exanple 3. 

Rg. 1 1 shows the result of the dissolution test of emedastine difumarate from tablets prepared by Examples 3 to 5 
(dissolution medium: 1st fluid (pHI .2) in the disintegration test in JP). a mark is on a tablet of Exanple 3. Q mark is 
on a tablet of Example 4 and mark 0 is on a tablet of Exan^le 5. 

Rg. 12 shows the result of the dissolution test of emedastine difumarate from tablets prepared by Examples 6 and 
7 (dissolution medium: 1 st fluid (pH 1 .2) in the disintegration test in JP), Q mark is on a tablet of Example 6 and a mark 
is on a tablet of Example 7. 

Fig.l3 shows the result of the dissolution test of emedastine difumarate from tablets prepared by Examples 8 and 
9 (dissolution medium: 1st fluid (pH1 .2) in the disintegration test in JP). Q mark is on a tablet of Example 8 and a mark 
is on a tablet of Example 9. 

Rg.14 shows the result of the dissolution test of emedastine difumarate from tablets prepared by Example 10 to 11 
(dissolution medium: 1 st fluid (pH1 .2) in the disintegration test in JP), a mark is on a tablet of Example 1 0, and • mark 
is on a tablet of Example 1 1 . 

Fig. 15 shows the result of the dissolution test of lomerizine hydrochloride from tablets prepared by Example 12 to 
13 (dissolution medium: 1st fluid (pH1.2) in the disintegration test in JP), Q mark is on a tablet of Example 12 and a 
mark is on a tablet of Example 13. 

Fig 16 shows the result of the dissolution test of lomerizine hydrochloride from tablets prepared by Example 14 to 
15 (dissolution medium: 1st fluid (pH1.2) in the disintegration test in JP). • mark is on a tablet of Example 14 a mark 
is a tablet of Example 1 5. 

Fig. 17 shows the result of the dissolution of trazodone hydrochloride from tablets prepared by Example 16 and 17 
(dissolution medium: 1st fluid (pHI .2) in the disintegration test in JP), Q mark is on a taWet of Example 1 6 and a mark 
is on a tablet of Example 17. 

Flg.18 shows the result of the dissolution of nifedipine from a tablet prepared by Example 18 (dissolution 
medium :2nd fluid (pH6.8) in disintegration test in JR. 

Fig.19 shows the result of the dissolution of nifedipine from tablets prepared by Examples 20. 22 and 24 (dissolu- 
tion medium:2nd fluid (pH6.8) in the disintegration test in JP), a mark is on a tablet of Exarr^le 20, 0 mark is on a tablet 
of Example 22 and ♦ mark is on a tablet of Example 24. 

Rg. 20 shows a graph on a change of the urinary excretion rate of the main metabolite of nifedipine with the lapse 
of time after oral administration of a capsule of Example 19 and a tablet of Conparative example 1 to normal adult vol- 
unteers. O mark is on a capsule of Example 19 and • mark is on a tablet of Comparative example 1 . 

Fig.21 shows a change of the urinary excretion rate of the main melabolrte of nifedipine with the lapse of time after 
oral administration of a capsule of Example 21 to normal adult volunteers. 

Fig.22 shows a change of the urinary excretion rate of the main metabolite of nifedipine with the lapse of time after 
oral administration of a capsule of Example 23 to normal adult volunteers. 

Fig.23 shows a change of the urinary excretion rate of the main metabolite nifedipine with the lapse of time after 
oral administration of a capsule of Example 25 to normal adult volunteers. 

Fig.24 shows a change of the plasma level of nifedipine with the lapse of time after oral administration of a capsule 
of Example 19 to normal adult volunteers. 
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BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

Examples of a water-soluble polymer used in the present invention are illustrated as water-solut>le cellulose ethers, 
polyvinylpyrrolidone, etc. 

The above mentioned water-soluble cellulose ethers are ones which by partial substitution of alcohol group which 
are glucose group in the cellulose, form methyl ether, hydroxypropyl ether and/or hydroxyethyl ether and that are soluble 
in water. 

Examples of the above mentioned water-soluble cellulose ethers are methylcellulose, hydroxypropylcellulose, 
hydroxypropylmethylcellulose. etc. 

Methoxyl group in the methylcellulose is preferably 26.0 to 33.0 %, and the methylcellulose described in JR at page 
1070 is preferably used. This compound is sold as a trade name. Metolose SM (produced by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. 
Ltd.). In the hydroxypropylcellulose (abbreviated to HPC), hydroxypropoxyl group is preferably 53.4 to 77.5 %. This 
compound is sold as a trade name. Nisso HPC{produced by Nippon Soda Co.. Ltd.). In the hydroxypropylmethylcellu- 
lose (abbreviated to HPMC). methoxyl and hydroxypropoxyl groups are preferably 19 0 to 30.0% and 4.0 to 12.0% 
respectively. This compound is sold in such as trade names.Metolose 90SH and Metolose 65SH. TC-5 (produced by 
Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.). 

The above mentioned polyvinylpyrrolidone is one having molecular weight about 25.000 to about 1.200.000. and 
preferably about 40,000. 

The above water-soluble polymer can be used either in the uncoated core-tablet or in the membrane, and also the 
above water-soluble polymer can be optionally used in the mixture thereof. For example a water-soliJale cellulose ether 
can be used alone or in the mixture of two or more kinds of water-soluble cellulose ethers, or in the mixture of one or 
more of water-soluble cellulose ethers and polyvinylpyrrolidone, and in the membrane only a kind of water-soluble cel- 
lulose ethers and one or more of them are preferably used. Also, in the membrane a mixture of above water-soluble pol- 
ymer and an enteric polymer mentioned later may be optionally used. 

Among the above water-soluble polymers, hydroxypropylmethylcellulose in which methoxyl and hydroxypropoxyl 
groups are 28.0 to 30.0% and 7.0 to 12.0% respectively. Is preferably used, and especially hydroxypropylmethylcellu- 
lose 2910 described in JR at page 1027 is preferably used. 

A water-soluble polymer used in an uncoated core-tablet is mixed for controlling the absorption of a drug and there- 
fore, according to the degree of absorption of a drug the mixing form may be changed. For example, in case that a drug 
is well absorbed in gastro-intestinal tract, a simple mixture of a drug and a water-soluble polymer may be used, or when 
a mixture of a drug and other ingredients (b) and (c) is granulated, an aqueous solution of a water-solufcrfe polymer may 
be used as a binder. Further in the above granulation, a mixture of a drug and a water-solul)le polymer may be used in 
stead of a drug alone. On the other hand, when a drug is not well absorbed in gastro-intestinal tract such as a hardly 
water soluble drug etc., a solid dispersion consisting of a drug and a water-soluble polymer which is prepared by 
removal of the solvent in an organic solution of a drug and a water-soluble polymer can be used, or a part of said solid 
dispersion can be used together with the mixture of said water-soluble polymer which can be used as a binder in the 
granulation in the same manner as above. By forming a hardly water-soluble drug into a solid dispersion, it is possible 
to improve the absorption of said drug from gastro-intestinal tract. 

Polyvinylalcohol used in this invention may be used in the fully hydrolyzed or partially hydrolyzed one, and one hav- 
ing the high swelling ability in contacting with water is preferably used. For example, polyvinylalcohol of which 93.5 to 
97.5% is hydrolyzed is illustrated. This compound is available .for example, in trade names, Kuraray Poval PVA-613, 
Kuraray Poval PVA-CST. Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS. and Kuraray Poval PVA-CS(produced by Kuraray Co.. Ltd.). 

Trisodium citrate, sodium sulfate and sodium chloride used in this invention can be used in form of anhydride or 
hydrate thereof respectively These compounds can be also used in the mixture thereof. 

Examples of a water-insoluble polymer used in this invention are ethylcellulose. ethylacrylate methylmethacrylate 
methacrylic ackJ trimethylammonium chloride ethyl co-polymer, etc. The above ethylcellulose in which ethoxly group is 
46.5 to 51.0% is preferably used. This ethylcellulose is available, for example, in a trade name, Ethocel (produced by 
Dow Chemical Co., Ltd.). Aminoalkylmethacrylate co-polymer RS as ethylacrylate methylmethacrylate methacrylic acid 
trimethylammonium chloride ethyl co-polymer Is preferably used. This polymer is available, for example, In a trade 
name. Eudragit RS (produced by Rflhm Pharm Co., Ltd.). Among the water-insoluble polymers mentioned above, ethyl- 
cellulose in which ethoxyl group is 46.5 to 51 .0% is especially preferable. 

Examples of an enteric polymer used in this invention are hydroxypropylmethylcellulose phthalate (abbreviated to 
HPMCP). hydroxypropylmethylcellulose acetate succinate, cartxwymethyl ethylcellulose. etc. Hydroxypropylmethylcel- 
lulose phthalate in which methoxyl. hydroxypropoxyl and carboxybenzoyf groups are 18.0 to 24.0%, 5.0 to 10.0% and 
21.0 to 35.0% respectively is preferably used. This phthalate is available, for example, in trade names. HPMCP HP-55 
and HPMCP HP-50 (produced by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ud.). Hydroxypropylmethylcellulose acetate succinate is a 
mixed ester of hydroxypropylmethylcellulose with acetic acid and mono succinic acid. The mixed ester in which meth- 
oxyl. hydroxypropoxyl. acetyl and succinoyi groups are 12.0 to 28.0%. 4.0 to 23.0%. 2.0 to 16.0% and 4.0 to 28.0% 
respectively is preferafctly used. This ester is available, for example, in a trade name, Shin-Etsu AQOAT(produced by 
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Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.). Carboxymethylethylcellulose is a mixed ether of cellulose with carlKJxymethyl and ethyl. 
The mixed ether in which carboxymethyl and ethaxyl groups are 8.9 to 14.9% and 32.5 to 43.0% respectively is prefer- 
sAMy used. This cellulose is available, for example, in a trade name, CMEC(produced by Freund Ind. Co., Ltd.). Also, a 
mixture of above illustrated enteric polymers may be optionally used. 

Among enteric polymers mentioned above, HPM CP in which methoxyl, hydroxypropoxyl and carboxybenzoyi 
groups are 18.0 to 22.0%, 5.0 to 9.0% and 27.0 to 35.0% respectively is preferably used. 

The controlled release preparation of this invention is prepared as follows. 

First a drug, or a drug and a water-soluble polymer of component (a), polyvinylalcohd of component (b) and one 
or more salts selected from a group consisting of trisodium citrate, sodium sulfate and sodium chloride of component 
(c) are mixed, and then a mixture of components (a), (b) and (c) are granulated by using an aqueous solution of a water- 
soluble polymer as a birxJer to prepare granules containing a drug, or a solution prepared by dissolving a drug and a 
water-soluble polymer in organic solvent (hereinafter referred to a solid dispersion solution) is sprayed on a mixture of 
components (b) and (c) and the mixture is dried, or a solid dispersion solution is added to a mixture of conponents (b) 
and (c), the resulting mixture is kneaded and the solvent is removed and the residue is crushed to prepare granules 
containing a drug. 

Then the granules prepared above are compressed to prepare uncoated core-tablets. 

Further, a water-insoluble polymer and a water-solul>le polymer are dispersed or dissolved in water and/or organic 
solvent (hereinafter referred to water-solutile pore-forming membrane solution) and the resulting solution is sprayed on 
the surface of the uncoated core-tablets prepared above and the tablets are dried to prepare a tablet coated with pore- 
forming membrane (hereinafter refened to water-soluble pore-forming membrane coated tablet) or a water-insoluble 
polymer and an enteric polymer are dispersed or dissolved in water and/or organic solvent (hereinafter referred to 
enteric pore-forming memlxane solution) and the resulting solution is sprayed on the surface of the uncx)ated core-tab- 
let prepared above and the tablets are dried to prepare a tablet coated with enteric pore-forming membrane (hereinafter 
refenred to enteric pore-fbrming membrane coated tablet) or a water-insoluble polymer, a water-soluble polymer and an 
enteric polymer are dispersed or dissolved in water and/or organic solvent (hereinafter referred to water-soluble enteric 
pore-forming membrane solution) and the resulting solution is sprayed on the surface of the uncoated core-tablets pre- 
pared above and the tablets are dried to prepare a tablet coated with water-soluble enteric pore-forming membrane 
(hereinafter referred to water-solut>le enteric pore-forming membrane coated tablet). 

Thus, a controlled release preparation of this Invention can be prepared. 

As another embodiment of this invention, if necessary, an enteric polymer is dissolved or dispersed in water and/or 
organic solvent (hereinafter refen-ed to enteric coating solution) is sprayed on the surface of the controlled release prep- 
aration prepared above and the preparation is dried by using the same method as mentioned above to make a coated 
tablet (hereinafter referred to enteric coated tablet) and by making such the preparation, it is possifcrfe to keep the 
plasma level of a drug for longer hours. 

And, if necessary, when on the surface of the above mentioned water-soluble pore-forming membrane coated tab- 
let, enteric pore-forming membrane coated tablet, water-soluble enteric pore-forming membrane coated tablet or 
enteric membrane coated tablet, a mixture of a drug and a water-soluble polymer or a solid dispersion thereof is coated 
in the same manner as mentioned above, it is also possible to keep the plasma level of a drug on the initial stage of 
administration. 

To the above mentioned mixture of polyvinylalcohol and one or more salts selected from a group consisting of triso- 
dium citrate, sodium sulfate and sodium chloride, one or more carriers (exdpients) used conventionally in a pharma- 
ceutical preparation such as starch, sucrose, lactose, mannitol, crystalline cellulose, etc., may be admixed, if 
necessary. 

To the above mentioned granules, one or more lubricarrts such as magnesium stearate. talk, etc. and one or more 
flowing agents such as light anhydrous silicic acid, hydrated silicon dioxide and synthetic aluminum silicate are mixed 
optionally Thus uncoated core-tablets can be prepared. 

Diameter of an uncoated core-tablet is normally 2 to 10 mm, preferably 2 to 6mm and more preferably 5mm. 

The amount of a water-soluble polymer which Is added to an uncoated core-tablet in case of using a water-soluble 
polymer as a binder, is normally 0.01 to 20 weight parts per 1 weight part of a drug, preferably 0.05 to 5 weight parts. 
In case that a water-soluble polymer is admixed to the mixture of polyvinylalcohol and one or more salts selected from 
a group consisting of trisodium citrate, sodium sulfate and sodium chloride, the amount of a water-soluble polymer is 
normally 0.01 to 150 weight parts per 1 weight part of a drug, preferably 0.1 to 30 weight parts. 

On the other hand, the amount of a water-soluble polymer is normally 1 to 7 weight parts per 1 weight part of a 
drug, preferably 1.5 to 3 weight parts when it is used for preparing a solid dispersion. 

The organic solvent used for a solid dispersion solution is not limited if the solvent can dissolve both a drug and a 
water-soluble polymer, and such the solvent as methanol, ethanol. iscpropanol, acetone, chloroform, dichloromethane 
or a mixture thereof can be illustrated. The appropriate amount of the organic solvent is 1.2 to 3 times as much as the 
amount of a drug arxi a water-soluble polymer which are soluble in the organic solvent at room temperature. 

The amount of polyvinylalcohol in an uncoated core-tablet is normally 0.1 to 400 weight parts per 1 weight part of 
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a drug, preferably 1 to 60 weight parts. The amount of one or more salts selected from a group consisting of trisodium 
citrate, sodium sulfate and sodium chloride is normally 0.01 to 300 weight parts per 1 weight part of a drug, preferably 
0.1 to 50 weight parts. 

The amount of a water-insoluble polymer and a water-soluble polymer and^or an enteric polymer used for forming 
the membrane is normally 5 to 20 weight percent per uncoated core-tablet 

In respect of ratio of a water-insoluble polymer and a water-soluble polymer and/or an enteric polymer, whether a 
water-soluble polymer and an enteric polymer are used alone or in combination, its suitable total amount in any way is 
normally 0.4 to 0.8 weight parts per 1 weight part of a water-insoluble polymer. In addition to a water-insoluble polymer 
and a water-soluble polymer and/or an enteric polymer, one or nrrare additives such as plasticizers (e.g. triacetin. triethyl 
citrate , MACROGOL 6,000, etc.) are admixed optionally to the water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution, the 
enteric pore-forming membrane solution, the water-soliisle enteric pore-forming membrane solution and the enteric 
membrane solution. Its amount is 5 to 40 weight percent per total amount of a water-insoluble polymer and a water-sol- 
uble polymer and/or an enteric polymer. 

Examples of organic solvent used for a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution, an enteric pore-forming 
membrane solution or a water-soluble enteric pore-forming membrane solution, are not limited, and are methanol, eth- 
anol. isopropanol, acetone, chloroform and dichloromethane, and a mixture thereof, and in case that a mixture of water 
and organic solvent is used, it is necessary to choose organic solvent well misciWe each other. 

In preparing enteric membrane-coated tablets, the amount of an enteric polymer is 4 to 12 weight percent per 
weight of a water-soluble pore-forming membrane-coated tablet, an enteric pore-forming membrane-coated tablet or a 
water-soluble enteric pore-forming membrane-coated tablet. 

In order to keep the high plasma level of a drug on the initial stage of administration, in case of coating with a drug 
on the surface of the tablet in the form of a binder or a solid dispersion solution, the anx)unt of a drug in said coating 
region is 1 to 30 weight percent, preferably 5 to 25 weight percent per total amount of a drug in the controlled release 
preparation of this invention. 

In addition to that, when a drug is unstable to light, to stabilize the drug, for example, hydroxypropylmethylcellulose. 
and titanium oxide, red ferric oxide, yellow ferric oxide, food yellow No. 4 or No. 5, etc. are dissolved or dispersed iri 
water and/or in organic solvent, and the resulting solution may be sprayed on the controlled release preparation of this 
invention and the preparation may be dried to prepare the tablet coated with the membrane for protecting from light on 
the tablet. 

The above mentioned method is described on a tablet, but the preparation of this invention is not limited to it, and 
other dosage forms are included. For example, tablets which are prepared by using an uncoated core-tablet (2 to 6 mm 
in diameter) may be filled into a capsule with a conventional metiiod to form capsules. 

A drug contained in the controlled release preparation of this invention is not limited as long as the therapeutic effi- 
cacy of the drug is increased by keeping the plasma level of the drug for long hours. 

The examples are drugs for cardiovascular system (nifedipine, lomerizine hydrochloride, nicardipine hydrochloride, 
nitroglycerine, isosorbide dinrtrate, captopril, delapril hydrochloride, ifenprodil tartrate), drugs for digestive system gas- 
tro-intestinal (domperidone. metoclopramide), anti-allergic agents (e.g. emedastine difumarate), antidepressants (e.g. 
trazodone hydrochloride), analgesics (Indomethacin, ibuprofen), antitumors (e.g. altretamine, FUTRAFUL, fluorouracil, 
etoposide) and so on. The amount of a drug in a tablet is an unit dose as known as effective amount in the drug, and 
for example when it is administered once a day, one day dose is compounded in the preparation of this invention. 
Among ttie above mentioned drugs, the preparation of this invention containing nifedipine which is especially hardly sol- 
uble in water, is excellent in gastro-intestinal absorption after oral administration and the continuation of the plasma 
level of the drug and therefore is useful as a preparation for once a day-administration dosage form. 

The preparation of the present invention is orally administered, usually once or twice a day for prophylaxis or treat- 
ment of various kinds of diseases. 

A drug in the controlled release preparation of this invention is released at least via two steps mentioned below. 

First, in the first step a water-soluble polymer and/or an enteric polymer in the water pore-forming membrane, the 
enteric pore-forming membrane or the water-solit)le enteric pore-forming membrane consisting of a water-soluble pol- 
ymer and a water-insoluble polymer and/or an enteric polymer, dissolve in gastro-intestinal fluid and thereby pores in 
the coating layer are formed. The gastro-intestinal fluid peneti-ates into an uncoated core-tablet and a drug in the tablet 
dissolves and is gradually released. On this occasion it is possible to control the drug release by adding a water-soluble 
polymer to an uncoated core-tablet. And acconnpanied with the gradual drug release, a component (b), that is polyviny- 
lalcohol swells to accelerate the drug release by the gastro-intestinal fluid which penetrates in the tablet, but in this case 
components (c), trisodium citrate, sodium sulfate and sodium chtorkJe contained in the uncoated core-tablet control the 
swelling of polyvinylalcohol, and these salts dissolve in gasb-o-intestinal fluid, and tiie solution gradually diffuses outside 
of the coated layer of the tablet, and then the salt concentration results in decrease. Thereafter polyvinylalcohol begins 
to swell by the gastro-intestinal fluid. 

In the second step, as the swelling of polyvinylalcohol is increased, the coated layer of the tablet bursts and a drug 
in tiie tablet is released freely In this case polyvinylalcohol in the tablet forms matrix and the drug is trapped in the 
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matrix and the matrix forms gel and gradually erode from its surface and accompanied with it the drug is gradually 
released. 

As mentioned above, total release patterns of releasing a drug in the controlled release preparation of this invention 
show two phases pattern consisting of slow release rate in the initial phase and fast release rale in the last phase, sig- 
moide pattern consisting of slow release rate in the initial phase and the last phase and fast release rate in the middle 
phase, or zero-order pattern with constant release rate. 

In the controlled release preparation of this invention, by controlling the amount of polyvinylalcohol in an uncoated 
core-tablet, the amount (ratio) of a water-soluble polymer, the anx)unt of one or more salts selected from a group con- 
sisting of trisodium citrate, sodium sulfate and sodium chloride which control the swelling of polyvinylalcohol. or the 
amount of a water-Insoluble polymer and a water-soluble polymer and/or an enteric polymer and the amount of the 
membrane coated on. the release rate in the first step that the drug is released via pores, the burst time of the mem- 
brane and the release rate in the second step that the drug is released after the burst of the merrtjrane and so on. are 
intentionally controllable and thereby preparations having many kinds of the release patterns as mentioned above can 
be prepared. 

Consequently in the controlled release preparation of this invention, the release pattern can be optionally chosen 
according to the drug. Therefore, the controlled release preparation of this invention can become a controlled release 
preparation suitable for oral administration once or twice a day. 

By doing the enteric coating on the above mentioned controlled release preparation, or by coating a mixture of a 
drug and a water-soluble polymer or a solid dispersion thereof on the above mentioned controlled release preparation 
or enteric coated tablet to extend further the plasma level of the drug and keep plasma level on the initial stage of 
administration is obtainable. 

From these matters, it is possil)le to make the preparation of this invention into a preparation in consideration of cir- 
cadianrhythm. 

Further, because one embodiment of the preparation of this invention is a small sized tablet form, not only the 
adjustment of dose accorded with disease syndrome or age is easy but also it can be possible to take once them by 
filling them into a capsule (see the test examples 1 to 3 described later). 

By illustrating the following test examples the effect of this invention is explained in detail. As drugs, emedastine 
difumarate, lomerizine hydrochloride, trazodone hydrochloride and nifedipine are used and evaluated. 

Test 1 (dissolution test) 

(1) Sample 

Tablets prepared by Examples 1 to 18, 20, 22 and 24(see table 1 to 4. Unit:mg) 



Table 1 





component 


example number 






1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


uncoated core-tablet 


emedastine difumarate 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 




HPC 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 




polyvinylalcohol 


30 


27.5 


25 


25 


25 




trisodium citrate • 2H2O 


10 


10 


10 


2 


3 




lactose 


4 


6.5 


9 


17 


16 




light anhydrous silicic acid 


0.5 


0.4 


0.5 


0.4 


0.4 




magnesium stearate 


0.5 


0.6 


0.5 


0.6 


0.6 




subtotal 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 


coating membrane 


ethylcellulose 


3.5 


3.5 


3.5 


3.5 


3.5 




HPMC 


1.5 


1.5 


1.5 


1.5 


1.5 




triethyl citrate 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


total 


56 


56 


56 


56 


56 
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Table 2 



5 




component 


example number 








6 


7 


6 


9 


10 


11 




uncoated core-tablet 


emedastine difumarate 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


10 




HPC 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


5 






polyvinylalcohol 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 






trisodium dtrate • 2H2O 


10 


10 








,, 









sodium chloride 






10 


10 






15 




sodium sulfate 










10 


10 






lactose 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 








light anhydrous silicic acid 


0.4 


0.4 


0.4 


0.4 


0.4 


0.4 


20 




magnesium stearate 


0.6 


0.6 


0.6 


0.6 


0-6 


0.6 






subtotal 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 


50 




coating membrane 


ethylcellulose 


3.5 


4.1 


3.5 


4.1 


3.5 


3.5 






HPMC 






1.5 


1.7 


1.5 


1.5 


25 




HPC 


1.5 


1.7 














tri ethyl citrate 


1 


1.2 


1 


1.2 


1 


1 




total 


56 


57 


56 


57 


56 


56 



30 



Table 3 



35 




component 


example number 








12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 




uncoated core-tablet 


lomerizine hydrochloride 


5 


5 


5 


5 






40 




trazodone hydrochloride 










75 


75 






HPC 


1 


1 


1 


1 


4 


4 






polyvinylalcohol 


20 


20 


25 


25 


80 


80 






sodium chloride 


20 


20 










45 




trisodium citrate • 2H2O 






15 


15 


40 


40 






lactose 


3 


3 


3.2 


3.2 










light anhydrous silicic acid 


0.3 


0.3 


0.4 


0.4 


1 


1 


50 




magnesium stearate 


0.7 


0.7 


0.4 


0.4 


2 


2 






subtotal 


50 


50 


50 


50 


202 


202 




coating membrane 


ethylcellulose 


3.4 


4.5 


3.4 


4.6 


6.3 


10.2 






HPMC 


1.6 


2.2 


1.6 


2.1 


2.9 


4.8 


55 




triethyi citrate 


1 


1.3 


1 


1.3 


1.8 


3 




total 


56 


58 


56 


58 


213 


220 
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Table 4 



5 




component 


example number 








18 


20 


22 


24 




uncoated core-tabtet 


nifedipine 


5 


5 


3.75 


3.75 


10 




HPMC 


7.5 


7.5 


5.63 


5.65 






polyvinytalcohol 


40 


40 


40 


25 






trisodium citrate • 2H2O 


6.7 


6,7 


6.7 


6.7 






crystalline cellulose 








10 


IS 




light anhydrous silicic acid 


0.5 


0.5 


0.5 


0.5 






magnesium stearate 


0.3 


0.3 


0.3 


0.3 






subtotal 


60 


60 


56.88 


51.9 


SO 


coating membrane 


ethylcellulose 


3.1 


2.9 


2.65 


2.4 






HPMC 


1.9 


2.1 


1.85 








HPMCP 








1.6 


25 




triethyl citrate 








0.8 




HPMCP 




3 


3 








nifedipine 






1.25 


1.25 






HPMC 






1.87 


1.9 


30 


total 


65 


68 


67.5 


59.85 



35 (2) Test method 

This method was conducted according to the dissolution method No.2 (paddle method) in JP. As a dissolution 
medium, 1 si fluid or 2nd fluid of JP, or acetic add-sodium acetate buffer solution (pH4.0) was used. The temperature of 
the dissolution medium was kept at 37*C and the revolution was set at 50rpm. The release rate of emedastine difuma- 
40 rate, trazodone hydrochloride or nifedipine was determined by measurement of absoibance at 280nm, 312nm, and 
325nm. 

The release rate of lomerizine hydrochloride was determined by liquid chromatography (abbreviated to HPLC) on 
the following conditions. 

45 Condition of HPLC: 

Column: L-column TMODS [1 50mmx4.6mm; Chemicals Inspection & Testing Institute] 

Mobile phase: a mixed solution of 3 parts of methanol and 1 part of aqueous 5W/V% sodium laurylsulfate solution 
adjusted pH to 2.5 
50 Column temperature: SO'^C 
Flow rate: 1 .4ml/min. 
' Detection: absorbance at UV225nm 

(3) Test Result 

55 

The result (average of 3 to 6 samples) was shown in Fig. 9 to 19. 

Fig. 9 shows the result on the effect of dissolution medium (pH) tested by using emedastine difumarale as a drug. 
As is clear from Fig.9. in every dissolution medium, release of emedastine difumarate began from one hour, the mem- 
brane burst 5 hours later and thereafter the release rate became fast. The release rate was hardly effected by the dis- 
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solution medium. 

Fig. 10 shows the effect of the amount of polyvinylalcohol in the uncoated core-tablel containing emedastine difu- 
marate on the release rate. As is clear from Fig. 10, in proportion with increase of the amount of polyvinylalcohol, burst 
of the membrane began faster and the release rale was accelerated. 

Fig.1 1 shows the effect of the amount of a salt, trisodium citrate in the uncoated core-tablet containing emedastine 
difumarate on the release rate. As is dear from Fig.1 1 , with decrease of the amount of trisodium citrate, burst of the 
membrane began faster and the release rate was accelerated. 

Fig. 12 and 1 3 show the result on the effect of the amount of the coated membrane of a water-sdutrfe pore-forming 
membrane on the tablet containing emedastine difumarate on the release rate. As is dear from Fig.1 2 and 13, with 
increase of the amount of the coated membrane on the water-soluble pore-forming membrane , burst time of the mem- 
brane was prolonged and the release rate became slow. 

Fig. 14 shows the effect on the release rate when a water-soluble polymer was added or not added in the uncoated 
core-tablet containg emedastine difumarate as a drug. As is dear from Fig. 14. with addition of a water-solut>le polymer, 
the release rate became slow. 

Fig. 15 and 16 show the effect of the amount of the water-soluble pore-fbrming membrane on the tablet containing 
lomerizine hydrochloride on the release rate. As is dear from Rg.15 and 16, in proportion with increase of the amount 
of the water-solutrfe pore-forming membrane on the tablet, burst time of the memtxane was prolonged and the release 
rate became slow. 

Fig. 1 7 shows the effect of the amount of the water-soluble pore-forming membrane on the tablet (8mm in diameter) 
containing trazodone hydrochloride on the release rate. As is clear from Fig. 17, in proportion with increase of the 
amount of the water-soluble pore-forming membrane on the tablet even in using the tablet with larger diameter, burst 
time of the membrane was prolonged and the release rate became slow. 

Fig. 18 shows the result of the effect of the tablet coated with the water-solutile pore-forming membrane(Example 
18) containing nifedipine on the release rate. As is dear from Rg.18. release of nifedipine from the controlled release 
tablet (Example 18) began from three hours, and at three and a half hours the membrane burst, followed by rapid 
release of nifedipine. 

Fig. 19 shows the result of the effect of the tablet coated with the water-sduble pore-fbrming membrane and further 
coated with the enteric membrane {Example 20) containing nifedipine, the tablet coated with the water-soluble pore- 
forming membrane, with the enteric membrane and further coated with a solid dispersion membrane (Exarrple 22), and 
the tablet coated with the enteric pore-fbrming membrane and further coated with a solid dispersion membrane (Exam- 
ple 24) (each tablet containing nifedipine) (dissolution medium: 2nd fluid (pH6.8) of disintegration test described in JP]. 
Release of nifedipine from the controlled release tablet of Example 20 in 2nd fluid (pH6.8) began from one hour and the 
membrane burst at two hours, fdlowed by rapid release of nifedipine. In Ist fluid (pH1.2). release of nifedipine was not 
detected until 1 0 hours. Release of nifedipine from the controlled release tablet of Example 22 began immediately, and 
the membrane burst at two hours, followed by rapid release of nifedipine. Release of nifedipine from the controlled 
release tablet of Example 24 began immediately and the membrane at three hours, followed by rapid release of nifed- 
ipine. Either on the controlled release tablet of Example 22 or Example 24. in 1 st fluid (pH1 .2), only nifedipine In a solid 
dispersion membrane-coated as the most outiayer was gradually released and burst of the membrane could not be 
found until 10 hours. 

Test 2 (measurement of urinary excretion rate) 

Absorption test of the preparation of this invention was evaluated by using urinary excretion rate of the main metab- 
olite of nifedipine, 2,6-dimethyl-4-(2-nitrophenyl)-3.5-pyridine cartx)xylic add monomethylester (hereinafter abbreviated 
as the main metabolite) as indicator. The concentration in urea of the main metabolite of nifedipine was determined by 
HPLC on the following conditions. 

Condition of HPLC: 

Column:Nova-PakTMC18[150mmx3.9mm;Waters] 

Mobile phase: a mixed solution of 5 parts of acetic acid(0.05M) and 1 part of acetonitrile 
Column temperature: 25*C 
Flow rate: 1 .OmI/min. 

Detection method: absort)ance at UV 290nm 
(1) Sample 

Capsules of Example 19, Example 21, Example 23 and Example 25 and a tablet of Comparative example 1 
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(2) Test method 

Each sample (containing 20mg of nrfedipine) was orally administered to 3 to 4 normal adult volunteers after 30 min- 
utes of breakfast and urea between 0 to 1 hr, 1 to 2hr. 2 to 4hr, 4 to 6hr, 6 to 8hr, 8 to lOhr, 10 to 12hr. 12 to 15hr. 15 to 
22hr and 22 to 24hr respectively were collected. In addition to that, in cases of taking the capsule of Examples 21 , 23 
and 25, urea between 24 to 27hr, 27 to SOhr and 30 to 33hr respectively were collected and the concentration in urea 
of the main metabolite of nifedipine was measured by HPLC and the urinary excretion rate at each time was calculated. 

(3) Test result 

When a capsule of Example 19 in which four tablets coated with the water-soluble pore-fbrming membrane (Exam- 
ple 18) were filled and a tablet of Comparative example 1. each containing nifedipine, were administered, comparative 
data of the urinary excretion rate of the main metabolite was shown in Fig.20. As is dear from Fig.20, the urinary exae* 
tion rate in case of administration of the controlled release preparation of this invention (capsules) was longer sustained 
in comparison with that in case of administration of a tablet of Comparative example 1 (controlled release preparation). 

Further, a capsule of Example 21 in which four tablets coated with the water-soluble pore-forming membrane and 
further coated with the enteric membrane (Example 20) were filled, a capsule of Exanrple 23 in which four tablets 
coated with the water-soluble pore-forming membrane and further coated with the solid dispersion membrane (Exam- 
ple 22) were filled and a capsule of Example 25 in which four tablets coated with the enteric pore-forming membrane 
and further coated with the solid dispersion membrane (Example 24) were filled, were administered to normal adult vol- 
unteers and in that case the urinary excretion rate into urea of the main metabolite was measured and the results are 
shown in Fig.21 to 23. As is clear from Fig.21 to 23, the urinary excretion rate was longer sustained when the controlled 
release preparation of this invention which was coated with enteric membrane on the surface of the water-soluble pore- 
forming membrane coated tatJet was administered in the form of capsule. 

And in case of administration of the preparation of this invention which was coated with the solid dispersion mem- 
brane, on the water-soluble pore-forming membrane coated tablet or the enteric membrane coated tablet, in form of a 
capsule filled, the urinary excretion rate of the initial stage was secured and long hours sustenance was kept 

Test 3 (measurement of plasma level) 

The plasma level of nifedipine was determined by gas chromatography (abbrwiated to GC) on following conditions. 

Condition of GC 

Detector: electron capture detector 

Column: 3%OV-17 {3mmx3.1m;GL Science Inc.) 

Column temperature: 270°C 

(1) Sample 

A capsule of Example 1 9 

(2) Test method 

Six normal adutt volunteers took breakfast and 30 minutes later the sample was orally administered. In definite 
times after administration (2, 4, 8, 10. 12, 15. 24, 28, 32, 36, 48hr) the blood was taken and centrifuged to obtain 
plasma. The plasma level of nifedipine which took at each hours was determined by GC, 

(3) Result of test 

Change with the lapse of time of the plasma level of nifedipine (average amount) when the water-soluble pore-form- 
ing membrane coated tablet of this invention was administered to normal adult volunteers, was shown in Fig.24. As is 
dear from Fig.24, when the controlled release preparation of this invention was orally administered to normal adult vol- 
unteers, the high plasma level of nifedipine lasted for long hours. Therefore, the preparation of this invention has advan- 
tages in the oral absorption and the lasting of the high plasma level on a hardly water-soluble drug, and is useful for 
dosage form once or twice a day. 

Following examples with a comparative example are illustrated to explain the present invention. 
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Example 1 

A mixture of emedastine difumarate (98g) (see Japanese Patent Publication No. 24821/1990), polyvinylalcohol 
(trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray Co.. Ltd.) (734. 7g), trisodium citrate dihydrate (244.9g) (sieved with 
Sieve No. 100) and lactose (98g) was admixed in the fuluidized bed granulator, and to the mixture a solution of hydrox- 
ypropylcellulose (trade name: Nisso HPC; Nippon Soda Co., Ltd.) (24.4g) in water (463g) was sprayed as a binder and 
then the mixture was dried, and sieved with Sieve No. 18 to produce granules containing the drug. To the granules 
(1 . 11 4g) magnesium stearate (1 1 .3g) and light silicic add anhydride (1 1 .3g) were admixed, and the mixture was com- 
pressed into tablets each weighing 50mg by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce 
uncoated core-tablets 753g (about 15,100 tablets). 

Next, ethyl cellulose (1 weight part) (trade name: Ethocel standard-10; Dow Chenrtical Co., Ltd.), hydroxypropyl- 
methylcellulose (0.43 weight part) (trade name: TC-5E; Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.), and triethyl citrate (0.29 weight 
part) (trade name: Citroflex 2; Rizer Co., Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of water and ethanol [1 :4 (weight ratio) so 
that the concentration of ethylcellulose and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose amounted to 5 weight percent The resulting 
solution was used as a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution. 

The above uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 7.000 tablets) was put in the tablet coating machine (trade name: 
Hi-Coater HCT-MINI; Freund Ind. Co., Ltd.) and then said membrane solution was sprayed on the tablets in the coating 
machine and the tablets were dried to produce the coated tatrfets each weighing 56mg. The controlled release prepa- 
ration of this invention thus obtained contains emedastine difumarate 4mg/tablet. 

Example 2 

A mixture of emedastine difumarate (72g), polyvinylalcohol (495g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray 
Co., Ltd.). trisodium citrate dihydrate (1 80g) (sieved with Sieve No. 100) and lactose (1 1 7g) was admixed in the f luidized 
bed granulator, and to the mixture a solution of hydroxypropylcellulose (trade name; Nisso HPC; Nippon Soda Co., Ltd.) 
(18g) in water (342g) was sprayed as a binder and then the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No. 18 to make 
granules containing the drug. To this granules (855g), magnesium stearate (10.5g) and light anhydrous silicic acid (7g) 
were admixed and the mixture was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to 
produce uncoated core-tablets (737g) (about 14.700 tablets). 

Next, in the same manner as in Example 1 , on the uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 7,000 tablets), a water-sol- 
uble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed and the tablets were dried to produce coated tablets each weighing 
56mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus obtained contains emedastine difumarate 4mg per tab- 
let. 

Example 3 

A mixture of emedastine difumarate (152g), polyvinylalcohol (950g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS, Kura- 
ray Co.. Ltd.). trisodium citrate dihydrate (380g) (sieved with Sieve No. 100) and lactose (342g) was admixed in the f lu- 
idized bed granulator, and to the mixture a solution of hydroxypropyl-cellulose (38g) (trade name: Nisso HPC; Nippon 
Soda Co., Ltd.) in water (722g) was sprayed as a binder, and the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No.1 8 to pro- 
duce granules containing the drug. To the granules (1,800g) magnesium stearate (18. 4g) and light anhydrous silicic 
acid (18-4g) were admixed and the mixture was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in 
diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets {1,680g) each weighing 50mg (about 33,600 tablets). 

Next, in the same manner as in Example 1, a water-soliible pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed on the 
uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 7,000 tablets) and the tablets were dried to produce coated tablets each weighing 
56mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus prepiared contains emedastine difumarate 4mg per tab- 
let. 

Example 4 

A mixture of emedastine difumarate (72g), polyvinylalcohol (450g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray 
Co., Ltd.), trisodium citrate dihydrate (36g) (sieved wHh Sieve No. 1 00) and lactose (306g) was admixed in ttie f uluidized 
bed granulator, and to the mixture a solution of hydroxypropylcellulose (18g) (trade name: Nisso HPC; Nippon Soda 
Co., Ltd.) in water (342g) was sprayed as a binder and the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No. 1 8 to give gran- 
ules. To the granules (855g) magnesium stearate (lO.Sg) and light anhydrous silicic acid (7g) were admixed and the 
mixture was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core- 
tablets (720g) (about 14,400 tablets) each weighing 50mg. 

Next in the same manner as in Example 1, a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed on the 
uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 7,000 tablets) and the tablets were dried to produce coated tablets each weighing 
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56mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention tiius prepared contains emedastine difumarate 4mg per tab- 
let. 

Example 5 

A mixture of emedastine difumarate (72g). polyvinylalcohol (450g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray 
Co., Ltd.). trisodium citrate dihydrate (54g) (sieved with Sieve No. 100) and lactose (288g) was admixed in the fluidized 
bed granulator and to the mixture a solution of hydroxypropylcellulose (18g) (trade name: Nisso HPC; Nippon Soda Co., 
Ltd.) in water (342g) was sprayed as a binder and the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No. 18 to give granules! 
To the granules (855g) magnesium stearate (I0.5g) and light anhydrous silicic acid (7g) were admixed and the mixture 
was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets 
(740g) (about 14,800 tablets) each weighing 50mg. 

Next, in the same manner as in Example 1 , a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed on the 
uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 7.000 tablets) and the tablets were dried to produce coated tablets each weighing 
56mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus otrtained contains emedastine difumarate 4mg per tab- 
let. 

Example 6 

A mixture of emedastine difumarate (72g). polyvinylalcohol (540g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray 
Co., Ltd.). trisodium citrate dihydrate (180g) (sieved by Sieve No. 100) and lactose (72g) was admixed in the fluidized 
bed granulator. and to the mixture a solution of hydroxypropylcellulose (18g) (trade name: Nisso HPC:Nippon Soda Co., 
Ltd.) in water (342g) was sprayed as a binder, and the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No. 18 to produce gran- 
ules. To tiie granules (860g), magnesium stearate (10.5g) and light anhydrous silicic acid (7g) were admixed and the 
mixture was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core- 
tablets 708g (14,200 tablets) each weighing 50mg per tablet. 

Next. ethyJcellulose (1 weight part) (trade name: Ethocel standard -10, Dow Chemical Co., Ltd.), hydroxypropylcel- 
lulose (0.43 weight part) (trade name: Nisso HPC; Nippon Soda Co.. Ltd.) and triethyl citrate (0.29 weight part) (trade 
name: Citroflex 2; Rizer Co.. Ltd.) were dissolved in ethanol so that the concentration of ethylcellulose and hydroxypro- 
pylcellulose amounted to 5 weight percent. This solution was used as a water-soluble pore-fbrming membrane solution. 

The above uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 7.000 tablets) were put in the tablet coating machine (trade name: 
Hi-coater HCT-MINI; Freund Ind. Co.. Ltd.) and on the tablets the water-soluble pore-fbrming membrane solution was 
sprayed and the tablets were dried to produce the coated tablets each weighing 56mg. The corrtrolled release prepara- 
tion of this invention thus prepared contains emedastine difumarate 4mg per tablet. 

Example 7 

In the same manner as in Example 6, the mixture containing emedastine difumarate was compressed by using a 
punch 5mm in diameter, to produce uncoated core-tablets (708g) (about 14.200 tablets) each weighing 50mg. 

Next, on the uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 7,000 tablets) in the same manner as in Exanple 6 except for 
increasing the coating amount Img per tablet, a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed and the 
tablets were dried to produce tablets each weighing 57mg. The controlled release preparation of the present invention 
thus prepared contains emedastine difumarate 4mg per tablet. 

Example 8 

A mixture of emedastine difumarate (72g), polyvinylalcohol (540g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CS; Kuraray, 
sieved by Sieve No. 100). sodium chloride (180g) (sieved by Sieve No. 100), and lactose (72g) was admixed in the flu- 
idized bed granulator, and to tiie mixture a solution of hydroxypropylcellulose (18g) (tirade name: Nisso HPC. Nippon 
Soda Co., Ud.) in water (342g) was sprayed as a binder, and the mixture was dried and sieved by Sieve No. 18 to pro- 
duce granules. To the granules (850g) magnesium stearate (10.4g) and light anhydrous silicic acid (7g) were admixed, 
and the mixture was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce 
uncoated core-tablets (755g) (about 15,100 tablets) each weighing 50mg. 

Next, in the same manner as in Example 1 , a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed on the 
uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 7,000 tablets) and the tablets were dried to produce each weighing 56mg. The con- 
trolled release preparation of this invention thus prepared contains emedastine difumarate 4mg per tablet. 



13 



EPO 807 433 A1 



Example 9 

In the same manner as in Example 8, the mixture containing emedastine difumarate was compressed by using a 
rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets (755g) (about 15,100 tablets) 
each weighing 50mg. 

Next, in the same manner as in Example 1 except for increasing the coating amount 1 mg per tablets, a water-sol- 
uble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed on the tablets 350g (about 7,000 tablets), and the tablets were dried 
to produce weighing 57mg per tablet. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus prepared contains eme- 
dastine difumarate 4mg per tablet. 

Example 10 

A mixture of emedastine difumarate (72g), polyvinylalcohol (540g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS: Kuraray 
Co.. Ltd.). anhydrous sodium sulfate (180g) (sieved with Sieve No 100) and lactose (72g) was admixed in the fluidized 
bed granulator, and to the mixture a solution hydroxypropylcellulose (18g) (trade name: Nisso HPC; Nippon Soda Co.. 
Ltd.) in ethanol (342g) was sprayed as a binder, and the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No. 18 to produce 
granules. To the granules (850g) magnesium stearate (I0,4g) and light anhydrous silicic acid (7g) were admixed and 
the mixture was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated 
core-tablets (770g) (15,400 tablets) each weighing 50mg. 

Next, in the same manner as in Example 1. on the uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 7,000 tablets) a water-sol- 
uble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed and the tablets were dried to produce tablets each weighing 56mg. 
The controlled release preparation of the invention thus prepared contains emedastine difumarate 4mg per tablet. 

Example 1 1 

A mixture of emedastine difumarate (72g), polyvinylalcohol (540g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray 
Co., Lid.), anhydrous sodium sulfate (180g) (sieved with Sieve No. 100) and hydroxypropylcellulose (72g) (Nisso HPC; 
Nippon Soda Co., Ltd.) was admixed in the fluidized bed granulator. and to the mixture a solution of hydroxypropylcel- 
lulose (18g) in ethanol (342g) was sprayed as a binder, and the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No. 18 to give 
granules. To the granules (850g), magnesium stearate (10.4g) and light anhydrous silicic acid (7g) were admixed and 
the mixture was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated 
core-tablets (760g) (about 15,200 tablets) each weighing 50mg. 

Next in the same manner as in Example 1, a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed on these 
tablets {350g) (about 7,000 tablets), and the tablets were dried to give tablets each weighing 56mg. The controlled 
release preparation of this invention thus prepared contains emedastine difumarate 4mg per tablet. 

Example 12 

A mixture of lomerizine hydrochloride (90g) (see Japanese Patent Publication No. 13232/1991). polyvinylalcohol 
(360g) (Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray Co, Ltd.), anhydrous sodium sulfate (360g) (sieved with Sieve No. 100) and 
lactose (54g) was admixed in the fluidized bed granulator, and to the mixture a solution of hydroxypropylcellulose (18g) 
In ethanol (342g) was sprayed as a binder, and the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No. 18 to give granules. To 
the granules (850g) magnesium stearate (12.1g) and light anhydrous silicic add (5.2g) were admixed and the mixture 
was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets 
750g (about 15,000 tablets) each weighing 50mg. 

Next, ethylcellulose (1 weight part) (ti-ade name: Ethocel standard-10; Dow Chemical Co.. Ltd.), hydroxypropyl- 
methylcellulose (0.49 weight part) (trade name: TC-5E; Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.) and triethyl citrate (0.30 weight 
part) (trade name: Citroflex2; Pfizer Co., Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of water and ethanol (1 :4 weight ratio) so that 
the concentration of ethylcellulose and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose amounted to 5 weight percentage. This solution 
was used as a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution. The above uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 7,000 
tablets) were put in the tablet coating machine (trade name: Hi-Coater. HCT-MINI; Freund Ind. Co., Ltd.) and on the tab- 
lets this water-soluble pore-forming mennbrane was sprayed and the tablets were dried to produce the coated tablets 
each weighing 56mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus prepared contains lomerizine hydrochlo- 
ride 5mg per tablet. 

Example 13 

In the same manner as in Example 12, a mixture containing lomerizine hydrochloride was conrpressed by using a 
rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets (750g) (about 15.000 tablets) 
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each weighing 50mg. 

Next, on the tablets (350g) (about 7,000 tablets) in the same manner as in Example 12 except for increasing the 
coating amount Img per tablet a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed and the tablets were 
dried to produce coated tablets each weighing 57mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus prepared 
5 contains lomertzine hydrochloride 5mg per tablet 

Exannpl? 14 

A mixture of lomerizine hydrochloride (90g). polyvinytalcohol {450g) (Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS: Kuraray Co.. Ltd.). 

10 trisodium citrate dihydrate (270g) (sieved with Sieve No. 100) and lactose (57.6g) was admixed in the fluidized bed 
granulator, and to the mixture a solution of hydroxypropylcellulose (18g) (trade name: Nisso HPC; Nippon Soda Co.. 
Ltd.) in water (342g) was sprayed as a binder, and the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No. 18 to produce gran- 
ules. To the granules (855g) magnesium stearate (7g) and light anhydrous silicic acid (7g) were admixed and the mix- 
ture was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core- 

15 tablets (735g) (about 1 4,700 tablets) each weighing 50mg. 

Next, ethylcellulose (1 weight part) (trade name: Ethocel standanJ-10; Dow Chemical Co.. Ltd.), hydroxypropyl- 
methylcellulose (0.47 weight part) (trade name: TC-5E; Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.) and triethyl citrate (0.29 weight 
part) (trade name: Citrof lex 2; Pfizer Co., Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of water and ethanol (1 :4 weight ratio) so that 
the concentration of ethylcellulose and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose amounted to 5 weight percent. This solution was 

20 used as a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution. The above uncoated core-tablets 350g (about 7,000 tablets) 
were put in the tablet coating machine (trade name: Hi-Coater. HCT-MINI; Freund Ind. Co.. Ltd.) and on the tablets the 
water-soluble pore-forming membrane was sprayed and the tablets were dried to produce coated tablets each weighing 
56mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus prepared contains lomerizine hydrochloride 5mg per 
tablet. 

2S 

Example 15 

In the same manner as in Example 14. a mixture containing lomerizine hydrochloride was compressed by using a 
rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets 750g (about 15,000 tablets) 
30 each weighing 50mg. 

Next, in the same manner as in Example 1 6 except for inaeasing the coating amount 1 mg per tablet on the tablets 
350g (about 7,000 tablets) a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed, and the tablets were dried to 
produce coated tablets each weighing 57mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus prepared con- 
tains lomerizine hydrochloride 5mg per tablet. Example 16 

36 A mixture of trazodone hydrochloride (337.5g) (Japanese Patent Publication 7341/1969), polyvinytalcohol (360g) 
(trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray Co., Ltd.) and trisodium citrate dihydrate (180g) (sieved with Sieve No. 
100) was admixed in the fluidized bed granulator, and to the mixture a solution of hydroxypropylcellulose (18g) (trade 
name: Nisso HPC; Nippon Soda Co., Ltd.) in water (342g) was sprayed as a binder, and the mixture was dried and 
sieved with Sieve No. 18 to produce granules. To the granules (866g) magnesium stearate (8.7g) and light anhydrous 

40 silicic acid (4.4g) were admixed and the mixture was compressed by using a rotary tableting machine to produce 
uncoated core-tablets (750g) (about 3,700 tablets) each weighing 202mg. 

Next, ethylcellulose (1 weight part) (trade name: Ethocel standard-10; Dow Chemical Co., Ltd.), hydroxypropyl- 
methylcellulose (0.47 weight part) (trade name: TC-5E; Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.) and triethyl citrate (0.29 weight 
part) (trade name: Citrof lex 2; Pfizer Co., Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of water and ethanol (1 :4 weight ratio) so that 

45 the concentration of ethylcellulose and hydroxymethylcellulose amounted to 5 weight percent. This solution was used 
as a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution. The above uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 1,700 tablets) 
were put in the tablet coating machine(trade name: Hi-Coater. HCT-MINI; Freund Ind. Co.. Ltd.) and on the tablets this 
water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed, and the tablets were dried to produce coated tablets each 
weighing 213mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus prepared corrtains trazodone hydrochloride 

50 75mg per tablet. 

Example 17 

In the same manner as in Example 16. a mixture containing trazodone hydrochloride was compressed by using a 
55 rotary tableting machine with a punch 8mm in diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets (750g) (about 3,700 tablets) 
each weighing 202mg. 

Next, in the same manner as in Example 16 except for increasing the coating amount 7mg per tablet, a water-sol- 
ut»le pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed on the uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 1 ,700 tablets) and the 
tablets were dried to produce tablets each weighing 220mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus 
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prepared contains trazodone hydrochloride 75nrig per tablet. 

5 Nifedipine (101.4g) and hydroxymethylcellulose (152g) (trade name: TC-5E; Shin-Etsu Chemical Ca, Ltd.) were 

dissolved in the mixture of dichloromethane (821 g) and ethanol (547g) to produce a solid dispersion solution. 

A mixture of polyvinytaJcohol (810.8g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray Co., Ltd.) and trisodium cit- 
rate dihydrate (135.8g) (sieved with Sieve No. 100) was admixed In the fluidized bed granulator, and to the mixture the 
above solid dispersion was sprayed, and the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No. 30 to give granules. To the 

10 granules (592g) magnesium stearate (3g) and light anhydrous silicic acid (5g) were admixed and the mixture was com- 
pressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets (460g) 
(about 7,600 tablets) each weighing 60mg. 

Next elhyfcellulose (1 weight part) (trade name: Ethocel standard-10: Dow Chemical Co., Ltd.). and hydroxypro- 
pylmethylcellulose (0.6 weight part) (trade name: TC-5E: Shin-Etsu Chemical Co , Ltd.) were dissolved in the mixture 

15 of dichloromethane and ethanol (1:1 weight ratio) so that the total concentration of ethylcellulose and hydroxypro- 
pymethylcellulose amounted to 5 weight percent. This solution was used as a water-soluble pore-forming membrane 
solution. On the above uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 5.800 tablets) this water-soluble pore-forming membrane 
solution was sprayed and the tablets were dried to produce coated tablets each weighing 65mg. The controlled release 
preparation of this invention thus prepared contains nifedipine 5mg per tablet. 

20 

Example 19 

Four controlled release tablets prepared by Example 18 were filled in a hard capsule #2 to produce capsules. 
25 Example 20 

Nifedipine (338g) and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose (507g) (trade name: TC-5E; Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.) 
were dissolved in a mixture of dichloromethane (2,740g) and ethanol (1 ,824g) to produce a solid dispersion solution. A 
mixture of polyvinyfalcohol (2,703g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray Co., Ltd.) and trisodium citrate 

30 dihydrate (453g) (sieved with Sieve No. 100) was admixed In the fluidized bed granulator, and to the mixture the solid 
dispersion solution was sprayed, and the mixture was dried and sieved with 30 mesh sieve to produce granules. To the 
granules (3,552g) magnesium stearate (18g) and light anhydrous silicic acid (30g) were admixed and the mixture was 
compressed by using a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets 
(3,420g) (about 57,000 tablets) each weighing 60mg. 

35 Next, ethylcellulose (1 weight part) (trade name: Ethocel standard-10; Dow Chemical Co., Ltd.) and hydroxypropyl- 
methylcellulose (0.7 weight part) (trade name: TC-5E; Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of 
dichloromethane and water (1 :1 weight ratio) so that the total concentration of ethylcellulose and hydroxypropylmethyl- 
cellulose amounted to 5 weight percent to produce a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution. On the above 
uncoated core-tablets 350g (about 5,800 tablets) the water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed, and 

40 the tablets were dried to produce coated tablets each weighing 65mg. Hydroxypropylmethylcellulose phthalate (trade 
name: HPMCP(HP-50); Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.] was dissolved in a mixture of dichloroethane and ethanol (1:1 
weight ratio) so that the concentration of hydroxypropylmethycellulose phthalate amounted to 5 weight percent, and 
then the resulting enteric coating solution was sprayed on the coated tablets, and the tablets were dried to produce 
coated tablets each weighing 68mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus prepared contains nifed- 

45 iptne 5mg per tatilel. 

Example 21 

Four controlled release tablets, preparations prepared by Example 20 were filled in a hard capsule #2 to produce 
50 capsules. 

Example 22 

Nifedipine (300g) and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose (450g) (trade name: TC-5E; Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.) 
55 were dissolved in the mixture of dichloromethane (2.432g) and ethanol (1324g) to produce a solid dispersion solution. 
A mixture of polyvinylalcohol (3.200g} (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray Ca, Ltd.) and trisodium citrate 
anhydride (536g) (sieved with Sieve No. 100) was admixed in the ftuidzed bed granulator, and to the mixture the solid 
dispersion solution was sprayed and the mixture was dried and sieved with Sieve No. 30 to produce granules. To the 
granules (4,190g) magnesium stearate (22.4g) and light anhydrous silicic acid (37.4g) were admixed and the mixture 
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was compressed by a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets 
(4,000g) (about 70,000 tablets) each weighing 56.88mg (Nifedipine 3.75mg being contained in a tablet). 

Next, ethylcellulose (1 weight part) (trade name: Ethocel standard-10; Dow Chemical Co.. Ltd.) and hydroxypropyl- 
methylcellulose (0.7 weight part) (trade name: TC-5E; Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of 

5 dichloromethane and ethanol (1 :1 weight ratio) so that the total concentration of ethylcellulose and hydroxypropylmeth- 
ylcellulose amounted to 5 weight percent to produce a water-soluble pore-forming membrane solution. The above 
uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 6,200 tablets) were put in a coating tablet machine and on them the water-soluble 
pore-forming membrane solution was sprayed, and the tablets were dried to produce coated tablets each weighing 
6V38mg. Hydroxypropylmethylcellulose phthalate (trade name: HPMCP (HP-50): Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.) was 

10 dissolved in the mixture of dichloromethane and ethanol (1:1 weight ratio) so that the concentration of the hydroxypro- 
pylmethylcellulose phthalate amounted to 5% weight percent, and then the resulting enteric coating solution was 
sprayed on the above tablets, and the tablets were dried to produce enteric coated tablets each weighing 64.38mg. 

Next, nifedipine (1 weight part) and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose (1.5 weight part) (trade name: TC-5RW; Shin- 
Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of dichloromethane and ethanol (6:4 weight ratio) so that the con- 

is centration of hydroxypropylmethylcellulose amounted to 5 weight percent to produce a solid dispersion solution. On the 
atx>ve enteric coated tablets this solid dispersion solution was sprayed and the tablets were dried to produce the con- 
trolled release tablets of this invention coated with the solid dispersion membrane (corresponding to nifedipine 1 .25mg 
per tablet) each weighing 67.5mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus prepared contains nifedipine 
5mg per tablet. 

20 

Example 23 

Four controlled release tablets prepared by Example 22 were filled in a hard capsule #2 to produce capsules. 
2S Example 24 

Nifedipine (90g) and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose (135.6g) (trade name: TC-5E; SWn-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.) 
were dissolved in a mixture of dichloromethane (732g) and ethanol (488g) to produce a solid dispersion solution. A mix- 
ture of polyvinylalcohol (600g) (trade name: Kuraray Poval PVA-CSTS; Kuraray Co., Ltd.), trisodium citrate anhydride 

30 (160.8g) and crystalline cellulose (trade name: Avicel PH301 ; Asahi Chemical Ind. Co., Ltd.) was admixed in the fluid- 
ized bed granulator, and to the mixture the solid dispersion solution was sprayed, and the mixture was dried and sieved 
with Sieve No. 30 to produce granules. To this granules (1 ,088g) magnesium stearate (6.4g) and light anhydrous silicic 
acid (10.7g) were admixed and themixture was compressed by a rotary tableting machine with a punch 5mm in diam- 
eter to produce uncoated core-tablets (800g) (about 1 5,400 tablets) each weighing 51 .9g (nifedipine 3.75mg contained 

35 per tablet). 

Next, ethycellulose (1 weight part) (trade name: Ethocel standard-10: Dow Chemical Co., Ltd.), hydroxypropylmeth- 
ylcellulose phthalate (0.67 weight part) (trade name: HPMCP (HP-55); Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.), and triethyl cit- 
rate (0.33 weight part) (trade name: Citroflex 2; Pfizer Co., Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of water and ethanol (1 :4 
weight ratio) so that the total concentration of ethylcellulose and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose phthalate amounted to 
40 5 weight percent to produce a enteric pore-fbrming membrane solution. The above uncoated core-tablets (350g) (about 
6,700 tablets) were put in the coating tableting machine and on the tablets the enteric pore-fbrming membrane solution 
was sprayed, and the tablets were dried to produce tablets coated with the enteric pore-forming membrane each weigh- 
ing 56.7mg. 

Next, nifedipine (1 weight part) and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose (1.5 weight part) (trade name: TC-5RW; Shin- 
45 Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of dichloromethane and ethanol (6:4 weight ratio) so that the con- 
centration of hydroxypropylmethylcellulose amounted to 5 weight percent to produce a solid dispersion solution. On the 
atxjve enteric pore-forming membrane coated tablets, the solid dispersion solution was sprayed, and the tablets were 
dried to produce the controlled release preparation of the invention which was coated with the solid dispersion mem- 
brane (containing to nifedipine 1.25mg per tablet) each weighing 59.85mg. The controlled release preparation of this 
so invention thus prepared contains 5mg of nifedipine per tal^let. 

Example 25 

Four controlled release tablets prepared by Example 24 were faied in a hard capsule #2 to produce capsules. 

55 

Example 2g 

As the same as in Example 8, a mixture containing emedastine difumarate was compressed by a rotary tableting 
machine with a punch 5mm in diameter to produce uncoated core-tablets (755g) (about 15,100 tablets). 
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Next ethycellulose (1 weight part) (trade name: Ethocel standard-10; Dow Chemical Co., Ltd.). hydroxypropylmeth- 
ylcellulose (1 weight part) (trade name: TC-5E; Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ud.). hydroxypropyfmethylcellulose phthalate 
(0.21 weight part) (trade name: HPMCP(HP-55); Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.), and triethyl citrate (0.29 weight part) 
(trade name: Citroflex2; Pfizer Co.. Ltd.) were cfissolved in a mixture of water and ethanol (1 :4 weight ratio) so that the 
concentration of ethyicellulose, hydroxypropyimethylcetlulose and hydroxypropylmethyicellulose phthalate amounted to 
5 weight percent to produce a water-soluble enteric pore-forming membrane. The above uncoated core-tablets {350g) 
(about 7.000 tablets) were put in the coating tableting machine (trade name: Hl-Coater. HCT-MINI; Freund Ind. Co., 
Ltd.). and on the tablets this water-soluble pore-forming solution was sprayed and the tablets were dried to produce tab^ 
lets coated with the water-soluble pore-forming membrane each weighing 56mg. The controlled release tablet of this 
invention thus prepared contains emedastine dif umarate 4mg per tablet. 

Example 27 

A mixture containing emedastine difumarate was compressed, in the same manner as in Exarrple 1 . to produce 
uncoated core-tablets and on the surface of the tablets a water-soluble pore-forming solution was sprayed, and the tab- 
lets were dried to produce coated tablets with the water-soluble pore-forming membrane (200g) (about 3,560 tablets) 
each weighing 56mg. Hydroxypropylmethyicellulose phthalate (trade name: HPMCP(HP-50): Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. 
Ltd.) was dissolved in a mixture of ethanol and water (4:1 weight ratio) so that the concentration of hydroxypropylmeth- 
yicellulose phthalate amounted to 5 weight percent and the resulting enteric coating solution was sprayed on the tab- 
lets, and the tablets were dried to produce tablets coated with the enteric coating membrane each weighing 59mg. The 
controlled release tablet thus prepared contains emedastine difumarate 4mg per tablet 

Example 28 

In the same manner as in Example 1 . a mixture containing emedastine difumarate was compressed to prepare 
uncoated core-tablets and on the surface of the tablets a water-soluble pore-forming solution was sprayed and the tab- 
lets were dried to produce coated tablets with the water-solutrfe pore-forming membrane (100g) (about 1.780 tablets). 
Emedastine difumarate (1 weight part), and hydroxypropylmethyicellulose (2 weight parts) (trade name: TC-5MW: 
Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of ethanol and water (1 :1 weight ratio) so that We concentra- 
tion of the hydroxypropylmethyicellulose amounted to 5 weight percent, and the resulting solution was further sprayed 
on tiie surface of the coated tablets to produce the controlled release tablets of the invention coated with the solid dis- 
persion membrane (containing emedastine difumarate Img per tablet) each weighing 56mg. The controlled release 
preparation thus prepared contains emedastine difumarate 5mg per tablet. 

Example 29 

In the same manner as in Example 27. a mixture containing emedastine difumarate was compressed to prepare 
uncoated core-tablets and on the surface of the tablets a water-soluble pore-forming solution and a enteric coating solu- 
tion were sprayed and the tablets were dried to produce enteric coated tablets (1 OOg) (about 1 .690 tablets) each weigh- 
ing 59mg. Emedastine difumarate (1 weight part) and hydroxypropylmethyicellulose (2 weight part)(trade name: TC- 
5MW; Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.) were dissolved in a mixture of ethanol and water (1 :1 weight ratio) so that the con- 
centration of hydroxypropylmethyicellulose amounted to 5 weight percent and the resulting solid dispersion men*rane 
solution was further sprayed on the surface of the coated tablets, and the tablets were dried to produce tablets which 
were coated with the solid dispersion membrane (the coated portion corresponding to emedastine difumarate 1mg per 
tablet) each weighing 62mg. The controlled release preparation of this invention thus prepared contains emedastine 
difumarate 5mg per tablet. 

Comparative example 1 1 

According with the description in Example 1 of Japanese Patent Publication No. 1 1699/1994 the procedure was 
conducted. 

A) core portion 

Crystalline nifedipine [average particle seize 3.3nm (measured by the air permeability method)] {16.5g) was mixed 
with lactose (194.0g) and corn starch (75.0g). and the mixture was granulated in the paste of corn starch (5.0g) and hot 
water (70.0g). and the resulting granules were dried and sieved and to the granules microcrystalline cellulose (25.0g) 
and magnesium stearate (1 .Og) were admixed. The mixture was compressed to produce tablets each weighing 63.3mg 
with 6mm in diameter. By coating the tablets with an organic solution of a hydroxypropylmethyicellulose phthalate, there 
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were obtained gastric fluid tolerable coated tablets. The weight of the tablet was 70.3mg. 
B) Granules for coating 

Nifedipine (8.4g) was admixed with lactose {20.2g), colloidal silica (0.8g). hydroxypropyicellulose (35.0g) (trade 
name: Nisso HPC(HPC-M); Nippon Soda Co.. Ltd.). hydroxypropyicellulose (trade name: Nisso HPC(HPC-L); Nippon 
Soda Co., Ud.) (87.4g) and ciUic acid (16.0g) and this mixture was granulated with a solution of hydroxypropyicellulose 
(1 .Og) in the f luidized bed granulator. dried and sieved. TTie resulting granules were admixed with magnesium stearate 
(1.4g). 

The granules thus prepared and the tablets prepared by above A) were together compressed to prepare tablets 
(10mm in diameter) each weighing 410mg. 

Claims 

1 . A controlled release preparation consisting of a tablet containing (a) a mixture of a drug and a water-soluble poly- 
mer, or a solid dispersion thereof, (b) polyvinylalcohol and (c) one or more salts selected from the group consisting 
of trisodium citrate, sodium sulfate and sodium chloride, and the tablet being coated with (d) a coating material con- 
sisting of a water-insoluble polymer and a water-soluble polymer and/or an enteric polymer. 

2. A controlled release preparation of claim 1 wherein the coating material is consisting of a water-insoluble polymer 
and a water-soluble polymer. 

3. A controlled release preparation of claim 1 wherein the coating material is consisting of a water-insoluble polymer 
and an enteric polymer. 

4. A controlled release preparation being further coated with a coating material consisting of an enteric polymer on 
the surface of the preparation of any of claims 1 to 3. 

5. A controlled release preparation being further coated with a mixture of a drug and a water-soluble polymer, or a 
solid dispersion thereof on the surface of the preparation of any of claims 1 to 4. 

6. A controlled release preparation of any of claims 1 to 5 wherein the water-soluble polymer is a water-soluble cellu- 
lose ether, polyvinylpyrrolidone or a mixture thereof. 

7. A controlled release preparation of any of claims 1 , 3 to 6 wherein the enteric polymer is hydroxypropylmethylcel- 
tulose phthalate. 

8. A controlled release preparation in which an uncoated core-tablet comprising of (a) a mixture of a drug and hydrox- 
ypropylmethylcellulose or a solid dispersion thereof, (b) polyvinylalcohol, and (c) one or more salts selected from 
the group consisting trisodium citrate, sodium sulfate and sodium chloride, is coated with (d) a coating material con- 
sisting of ethylcellulose and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose and/or hydroxypropylmethlcellulose phthalate. 

9. A controlled release preparation of claim 8 wherein the coating material is consisting of ethylcellulose and hydrox- 
ypropylmethylcellulose. 

10. A controlled release preparation of claim 8 wherein the coating material is consisting of ethylcellulose and hydrox- 
ypropylmethylcellulose phthalate. 

1 1 . A controlled release preparation being further coated with hydroxypropylmethylcellulose on the surface of the prep- 
aration of any of claims 8 to 1 0. 

12. A controlled release preparation being further coated a mixture of a drug and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose or a 
solid dispersion thereof on the surface of the preparation of any of claims 8 to 11 . 

1 3. A controlled release preparation of any of claims 1 to 12 wherein diameter of tiie uncoated core-tablet is 2 to 6 mm. 

14. A controlled release preparation of any of claims 1 to 12 wherein diameter of the uncoated core-tablet is 5mm. 

15. A conb*olIed release preparation wherein the preparation of claim 13 or 14 is filled in a capsule. 
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16. A controlled release preparation of any of claims 1 to 15 wherein the drug is hardly soluble in water. 

17. A controlled release preparation of any of claims 1 to 15 wherein the drug is nifedq^ine. 
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